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and discerned as an object of consciousness."
On this passage Mr. Mill remarks, " Can a
writer be serious who bids us conjure up a
conception of something which possesses infi-
nitely all conflicting attributes, and because
we cannot do this without contradiction,
would have us believe that there is a con-
tradiction in the idea of infinite goodness or
infinite wisdom ?" The answer to this criti-
cism is very simple. The argument is not
employed for the purpose which Mr. Mill
supposes. It is employed to show that the
metaphysical notion of the absolute-infinite,
as the sum, potential or actual, of all possible
existence, is inconceivable under the laws of
human consciousness; and thus that the
absolutely first existence, related to nothing
and limited by nothing, the ens realissimum
\of the older philosophers, the pure being of